
At Habitat, we know that homeownership is the key to a family’s
financial future. Iowa families deserve accessible opportunities
to build stability and generational wealth.  Transfer on Death
(TOD) Deeds help Iowa homeowners have more control over
the future of their home. 

Iowans are subject to the high cost and prolonged process of
probate to transfer their home to their family, even if they have
a will. TOD deeds are a type of beneficiary deed that allow a
non-probate transfer of real property, similar to your bank or
retirement accounts. Adopting the Real Property Transfer on
Death Act would save Iowans time and money by being simple
and straightforward.

Benefits of Transfer on Death Deeds
Suitable tool for many Iowans and an alternative to costly estate planning for simple estates,
especially for those unlikely to undergo estate planning. 
TOD deeds for real estate have proven effective since first adopted in Missouri in 1989.
Today, over 30 states - including Iowa’s neighbors - have implemented TOD deeds.
Owners retain control of their property. TOD deeds are fully revocable and beneficiaries
have no ownership claim to property while the owner is still alive. 
Gives clear instruction upon the death, as the deed is legally filed and recorded. 
Spousal rights are protected by Iowa Code through the elective share provision, just as in a
will. Mechanisms are in place to address debt, liens, and claims against the estate.
TOD deeds defend Iowans’ property rights and personal estate decisions. 

Now is the time to help average homeowners: Iowans should be able to choose freely and easily
how to leave their assets, including real property. 

Let’s build a future that respects property rights and strengthens Iowa families. Transfer on
Death Deeds will keep government out of family decisions, protect hard-earned property, and
help the next generation of Iowans build their lives. 

A tool to help Iowans preserve their financial legacy
Transfer on Death Deeds
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